
In the United States there are 10 million people in need of long term services and 
supports, and the number is expected to increase to about 15 million within ten 
years.  Most private-sector disability or long-term care insurance plans are con-
strained in the insurance protection they can offer at an affordable price.  This is why 
the Community Living Assistance Services and Supports Act (CLASS Act)  was intro-
duced by Senator Edward Kennedy (D-MA) as S. 697 and Representative Frank Pal-
lone (D-NJ) as H.R. 1721  in March 2009. 

The CLASS Act as an element of healthcare reform seeks to create a new national 
insurance program to help adults with disabilities remain independent, employed 
and active in their communities.  This program would be funded through modest 
voluntary payroll deductions (with opt-out enrollment).  This legislation would help 
remove barriers to choice and independence that can be overwhelmingly costly, by 
providing a cash benefit to those individuals who need support for basic functions 
such as housing modification, assistive technologies, personal assistance services 
and transportation.   

The CLASS Act would not only give individuals added choice and access to supports 
but there are other benefits too.  Passage of the CLASS Act would: 

¶ Relieve pressure from the Medicaid system and ensure that workers are 
covered by an affordable, premium-based long term support insurance 
program.  

¶ Allow resources to be directed towards home and community based 
services rather than used for nursing homes.  

¶ Allow people with disabilities who are working to contribute into a sys-
tem that will help provide for their support needs at later points in their 
life.   

¶ Support personal responsibility and self-determination through volun-
tary contributions and by providing cash benefits to individuals to pur-
chase non-medical services and supports allowing them to continue to 
live in the community.    

¶ Provide benefits of $50 or $100 per day, which is portable across state 
lines and can be used for home modifications, personal care attendants, 
and any other service to facilitate community based living.  

¶ Help individuals and families avoid financial hardship in paying for long-
term services and supports.   

¶ Not impact eligibility for Medicaid, Medicare, Social Security retirement, 
SSI or disability benefits.  

The Arc of Bismarck along with various other disability organizations fully supports 
the passage of the CLASS Act.  If you would like more information on the CLASS Act 
visit http://www.passtheclassact.org/.  Show your support by providing input to your 
state representatives or check how they are voting.  
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Federal Legislation to Use the Term Intellectual Disability 

U.S. Senator Barbara A. Mikulski introduced wƻǎŀΩǎ [ŀǿ 
on November 17, 2009, a bill that will eliminate the 
ǘŜǊƳǎ άƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜǘŀǊŘŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǘŀǊŘŜŘέ 
from the federal law books. U.S. Senator Michael B. Enzi 
(R-WY), Ranking Member of the Health, Education, La-
bor and Pensions Committee, is co-sponsor of the bill. 

{ŜƴŀǘƻǊ aƛƪǳƭǎƪƛΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ 
floor follows: 

¢ƻŘŀȅ L ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ 
wƻǎŀΩǎ [ŀǿ. This bill began by listening to the people in 
my own state. It began when a mother told me a com-
ǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŜŦπ
forts to give her daughter an opportunity for an educa-
tion and to be treated with respect and with dignity. 
And at the same time, it began with the advocacy of not 
only she and her husband, but of her entire family, in-
cluding her 14 year old son Nick who testified at the 
Maryland General Assembly. 

!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΣ LΩƳ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ wƻǎŀΩǎ [ŀǿ. 
Before I say more about the bill, I want to tell you about 
the family. I want to tell you about the Marcellinos, Jo-
seph and Nina who are parents to four children ς Nick, 
Madeleine, Gigi and Rosa. Last year, at a roundtable on 
special education, I met Nina Marcellino for the first 
time. She told me about her daughter Rosa who was 
labeled at her school some years ago as mentally re-
tarded. She told me about the stigma, the pain, and the 
ŀƴƎǳƛǎƘ ƛǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōƻǘƘ bƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ wƻǎŀΩǎ 
brother and sisters as well as the Rosa herself. 

Nina and Joseph reached out to their local disability ad-
vocacy organization, The Arc, to see what could be done 
to change the law. They then reached out to a member 
of the Maryland General Assembly, a wonderful Repre-
sentative named Ted Sophocleus. He introduced legisla-
tion in the General Assembly that would change the 
ǿƻǊŘ ΨƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǘŀǊŘŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƘǊŀǎŜ Ψŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦΩ 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻπ
duce, at the request of the family, a law on behalf of 
this little girl and on behalf of all of the children of the 
United States of America who are labeled, stigmatized 

and bear a burden the rest of their lives because of the 
language we use in the law books. 

aȅ ƭŀǿ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ΨƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǘŀǊŘŜŘΩ ǘƻ Ψŀƴ 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ 
health, education and labor policy without in any way 
negatively impinging upon either the educational or 
other benefits that these children are entitled to. 

When it came time to bring the bill before the General 
Assembly, the family was there. And who spoke up for 
Rosa? Well, her mom and dad had been speaking up for 
her. Her brother Nick and sisters Madeline and Gigi had 
been speaking up for her. This wonderful young boy, 
Nick, at the time 13, this is what he said to the Mary-
ƭŀƴŘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ 
you treat them. What you call my sister is how you will 
ǘǊŜŀǘ ƘŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ΨǊŜǘŀǊŘŜŘΩ ƛǘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ǘŀǳƴǘπ
ing, stigma. It invites bullying and it also invites the 
slammed doors of being treated with respect and dig-
ƴƛǘȅΦΩ 

bƛŎƪΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƭƻǉǳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀƴ 
mine are today. I want to salute Nick for standing up for 
his sister, but I think we need to stand up for all be-
cause in changing the language, we believe that it will 
be start of new attitudes towards people with intellec-
tual disabilities. Hopefully, people will associate new 
words with the very able and valuable people that go to 
school, work, play soccer or live next door. I had the 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ wƻǎŀΩǎ ƳƻƳ bƛƴŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛƭƭ 
was under consideration by the Maryland General As-
sembly. I promised her then that if that bill passed the 
Maryland legislature, I would bring it to the floor of the 
United States Senate. 

²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅΦ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ hΩaŀƭƭŜȅ Ƙŀǎ 
signed it and today I stand before you introducing the 
legislation. It makes nominal changes to policy in fed-
eral education, health and labor law. It simply substi-
ǘǳǘŜǎ ΨƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ŦƻǊ ΨƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜǘŀǊŘŀǘƛƻƴΦΩ 
This bill will neither expand nor diminish services, rights 
or educational opportunities. We vetted it with legal 
counsel. We reached out to the very wonderful advo-
cacy groups in this field and they concur that this legis-
lation would be acceptable. 
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Hate crimes legislation, H.R. 1913 and S. 909, passed the Senate and the House as part of the 2010 Defense Au-

thorization bill.  The bill's provisions expand the definition of federal hate crimes to cover attacks based on gen-

der, gender identity, sexual orientation and disability.  Inclusion of people with disabilities in the hate crimes leg-

islation ends a decade-long battle.  President Obama is expected to sign the legislation. To check the status of this 

bill go to http://thomas.loc.gov/  and search by bill numbers. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ 
hǳǊ ƭŀǿǎ ƻƴŎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀǎ ΨŦŜŜōƭŜ 
ƳƛƴŘŜŘΦΩ ²Ŝ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ΨƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǘŀǊŘŜŘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслǎΦ bƻǿΣ пл 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƛƎ ǎǘŜǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ 
ΨƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦΩ 

This bill makes language used in the federal government 
ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ aŜƴǘŀƭ wŜǘŀǊπ
dation was changed by executive order so it is now the 
Committee on Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities. 
¢ƘŜ /5/ ǳǎŜǎ ΨƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣΩ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜŀƭǘƘ 
hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǎŜǎ ΨƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣΩ ǎƻ Ƴȅ ƭŀǿ 
makes the language consistent within the federal gov-
ernment. 

LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻπ
ple. wƻǎŀΩǎ [ŀǿ is the perfect example of effective citizen 
advocacy. A family that pulled together for their own and 
ƛƴ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
way of thinking. I believe that in our country people have 
the right to be heard and that we should listen. They 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩǾŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ 
!ƴŘ ƴƻǿΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΦ 

This bill is driven by a passion for social justice and a 
ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ 
to come out of the dark ages of institutionalization and 
exclusion when it comes to people with intellectual dis-
abilities. I urge my colleagues to join me in a step fur-
ther. Help sponsor the legislation that I offer on a biparti-
san basis. Help me pass the law and know that each and 
every one of us makes a difference. When we work to-
gether, we can make change. 
 
{ŜƴŀǘƻǊ aƛƪǳƭǎƪƛΩǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wƻǎŀΩǎ [ŀǿ, is sup-
ported and applauded by The Arc of the United States .  

This legislation would substitute the outdated, stigmatiz-
ƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ άƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜǘŀǊŘŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǘŀǊŘŜŘέ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ άƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ άƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ƛƴ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŜŘǳŎŀπ
t i o n  a n d  l a b o r  p o l i c y  s t a t u t e s .       
 
¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇƻǇǳπ
lation of individuals who were previously diagnosed with 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜǘŀǊŘŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŀƴŘ άƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǘŀǊŘŜŘΦέ 
Therefore, the change in terminology would in no way 
alter the eligibility requirements for services and sup-
ports.                
 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ōƛƭƭ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ 
disabilities who understand that language plays a crucial 
role in how they are perceived and treated in society and 
are actively advocating for terminology changes in fed-
ŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŀǿǎΦ  ΨwŜǘŀǊŘΣΩ ΨǊŜǘŀǊŘŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ 
ΨǊŜǘŀǊŘŀǘƛƻƴΣΩ ƻƴŎŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǊƳǎΣ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƻƴƭȅ 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƳŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǳƭǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ tŜǘŜǊ ±Φ  
Berns, CEO of The Arc of the United States. The Arc on all 
levels believes that changing how we talk about people 
with disabilities is a critical step in promoting and pro-
tecting their basic civil and human rights. 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ¢ƘŜ !ǊŎ ŀǇǇƭŀǳŘǎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ {ŜƴŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
wƻǎŀΩǎ [ŀǿ, it is only the first step in a lengthy process 
towards enactment.  The Arc will continue to work to 
ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭΩǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ wŜǇǊŜπ
sentatives and its progression through the entire legisla-
tive process.  For more information or to track the pro-
ƎǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ wƻǎŀΩǎ [ŀǿ ǾƛǎƛǘΥ http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/
bdquery/z?d111:s.02781.  To find out The Arc of the 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ 
out:  http://www.thearc.orgΦ  ¢ƻ ǊŜŀŘ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ aƛƪǳƭǎƪƛΩǎ 
Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ wƻǎŀΩǎ [ŀǿ Ǿƛǎƛǘ http://
mikulski.senate.gov/. 

Federal Hate Crimes Legislation to Protect Individuals with Disabilities 

The Arc s Stance on Rosa s Law Continued... 

http://capwiz.com/thearc/utr/1/BKCULMXAQD/MPWTLMXQSN/4141923856
http://capwiz.com/thearc/utr/1/BKCULMXAQD/JMLULMXQSO/4141923856
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s.02781
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:s.02781
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The Arc of  Bismarck's  Announces 2009 Award Recipients  

The Arc of Bismarck held its 2009 Annual Meeting on November 5th at The Kelly Inn.  It was a night of cele-
ōǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ  ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ !ǊŎΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
programming efforts being shared.  The Arc also recognized several members of our community who have 
ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ !ǊŎ ƻŦ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
disabilities in all aspect s of life. 

Employer of the Year Award  

{ŀƳΩǎ /ƭǳō provides integrated employment opportunities to 
multiple individuals with disabilities in our community.  This 
employer values each individual and believes in finding a job 
ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƛǘǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 
ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΦ  {ŀƳΩǎ /ƭǳō ǾŀƭǳŜǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪǎ ƻǳǘ 
Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΦ  {ŀƳΩǎ /ƭǳō 
continues to maintain and create gainful employment oppor-
ǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  {ŀƳΩǎ /ƭǳō ǿŀǎ 
nominated by Darcy Severson of Pride, Inc. 

Bill Oban Award  

Leon Dietrich is a faithful advocate, who benefits people with disabilities 
and their families.  He has shown leadership in advocacy, by serving as a 
committed co-ŎƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪΩǎ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ 
through personally delivering testimonies during multiple legislative 
sessions.  He has worked towards achieving systemic change and posi-
tive outcomes for people with disabilities by serving as a powerful ex-
ample of self-advocacy.   Leon is dedicated to positive changes for peo-
ple with disabilities and has shown he is worthy of this award by living 
up to his full potential and positively representing individuals with dis-
abilities in our community.  Advocating is not a job for Leon; it is who he 
is; he lives advocacy.  Leon Dietrich was nominated by Sandy Wheeler. 

Volunteer of the Year Award 

Justin and Jason Neis have been volunteering at The Arc 
Thrift Store since November of 2008.  With the help of their 
job coach, Mary Ann, they accomplish tasks that employees 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŘƻƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘŜŀƳ ςcentered 
atmosphere with their cheerfulness and jokes.  They have 
each worked more than 250 hours in less than a year and 
their productivity greatly contributes to the success of the 
{ǘƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ¢ƘŜ !ǊŎΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  Wǳǎǘƛƴ ŀƴŘ Wŀǎƻƴ 
were nominated by Kathy Puklich. 



 

Bill Sackter Citizenship Award  

Linda Baker is truly deserving of this award.  Overcoming medical problems and refusing to settle for less, she 
has found the services she needs and has enhanced her mobility.  She remains an independent and contrib-
uting member of our community; she has seen continual growth and success with her employment and has 
high hopes for her future.  Linda was nominated by Darcy Severson of Pride, Inc.  
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Years of Service Recognition 

Rita Gietzen Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ !ǊŎ ƻŦ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪΩǎ 
Board of Directors.  She has genuinely shown commitment to serving indi-
viduals with disabilities in our community by working towards achieving 
¢ƘŜ !ǊŎΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  wƛǘŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜǘ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ !ǊŎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƴƻ 
nonsense approach to leadership and decision making.  All of her efforts 
have been appreciated and she will sincerely be missed. 

Professional of the Year Award 

Vicki Peterson is a Family Consultant for Family Voices of North Dakota.  As a 
parent and a professional she works tirelessly to address the concerns of 
families.  She serves on the Bismarck Public Schools Autism Task Force and 
the Region VII Interagency Coordinating Committee.  She is very knowledge-
able in the areas of autism and systems; additionally, she has been very ac-
ǘƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪΩǎ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ 
of several disability-related issues during the past legislative session.  Vicki 
was nominated by Roxane Romanick of Designer Genes. 

Teacher of the Year Award  

Larissa Hall is a Special Education Teacher at Centennial Elementary.  She 
goes above and beyond to make sure her students can access curriculum in a 
meaningful way and works hard to empower individuals to advocate for 
themselves.  She is a lifelong learner and shares her knowledge with peers.  
She is very active with the Great American Bike Race for Cerebral Palsy and 
constantly promotes disability awareness.  Teaching is not just a job for 
Larissa it is a passion.  Larissa was nominated by Sheila Blotsky. 



Page 6 Informant 

Attendance topped 100 participants at The November Computer Accessibility & Assistive Technology for People with 
Learning Disabilities Community Education Workshops in Fargo & Bismarck.  The workshops provided many tips for 

practical application and participants expressed being pleasantly surprised 
at how much knowledge they gained about accessibility settings on com-
puter operating systems.  If you would like to explore them on your ma-
chine, try this - To view the Accessibility Options that are located on the 
Control Panel, start from the desktop. Click on start > control panel > acces-
sibility options.  Try out some new settings for yourself! 

Matt Kup & Mary Kupferschmidt explore 
accessibility features on their laptops. 

The Arc of  Bismarck Program Update  

Some Websites to Explore  
www.cnt.lakefolks.com ς Offers a free download for an on-screen keyboard. 
www.oneswitch.org.uk ς A resource of fun ideas and assistive technology. 
www.afb.org - Expanding possibilities for people with vision loss.            
www.rjcooper.com ς A huge variety of tools for all areas of accessibility needs. 

A Partners in Policymaking graduate from Dickinson, Pam Kolling, has been 
appointed by Governor Hoeven to serve on the ND State Council on Develop-
mental Disabilities as a parent representative for a 4 year term.  A skilled ad-
vocate for individuals with disabilities, Pam works for ABLE, Inc.  Her daugh-
ǘŜǊΣ WƻǎŜǘǘŜΣ Ƙŀǎ ŀ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ tŀƳΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
working towards making community more inclusive and accessible.   Address-
ƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
tŀƳΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǎƘŜ ǎǳǇπ
ǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪΦ  tŀƳ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ tƻƭƛŎȅƳŀƪƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ 
dramatically increased my advocacy skills and has empowered me to advo-
ŎŀǘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴΦέ  

Community Education  

Partners in Policymaking  

Pam Kolling Graduate 2006 

We are extremely thankful for the generosity of individuals and 
ŀǊŜŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ !ǊŎ ƻŦ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪΩǎ {ƛƭŜƴǘ 
Auction at the Annual Meeting & Dinner raised additional funds for 
programs.  

Pizza Hut 
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Staples 

American Bank Center 
Dakota Community Bank 

Black Ridge Bank 
First Community Credit Union 

Pro Image 
Gate City Bank 

Bismarck Bobcats 
Wells Fargo 

Grand Theatres 
Starbucks 

Anna Anderson 

Dakota Skies Bingo 
Texas Roadhouse 

�&���u�}�µ�•�������À���[�•�������Œ�������µ�� 
���}�u�]�v�}�[�•���W�]�Ì�Ì�� 

Perkins Family Restaurant 
Ruby Tuesday 
Olive Garden 
Fiesta Villa 

Renaissance Massage 
Dakota Wizards 

Applebees 
Missouri Valley Family YMCA 

Buffalo Wild Wings  
Susan Beehler 
Leon Dietrich 


